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Related to Primus serotina, from which it is distinguished by the 
deltoid acute sepals and by the delicately reticulated and differently 
shaped leaf-blades. Mr. Howard Lacy, a resident of the 
region where P. eximia grows, informs me that the fruit of the 
tree is sweet and much eaten by the children. He says also that 
it has a great attraction for bears and hogs. — J. K. Small. 

Field Days of the Torrey Botanical Club. — David S. 
George acted as the representative of the New York Botanical 
Garden on the excursion to Rockaway Park, Long Island, Sep- 
tember 7th. A few interesting coast plants were collected, 
among which were Cakile edentula (Bigel.) Hook.; Salsola Kali 
L.; Teucrium littorale Bicknell, one of the recent segregates of 
T. Canadense L. ; Lechea maritima Leggett ; Ammophila arenaria 
(L.) Link, which is abundant here ; Chaetochloa glauca (L.) 
Scribn. and the pretty pink-flowered SaMatia stelldris Pursh. 

Between Monachie and Woodridge, Bergen Co., N. J., Sep- 
tember 2 1st, Mr. G. V. Nash collected Eupatorium album L.; 
Gentiana Saponaria L.; Parnassia Carolitiiana Michx.; Spartina 
polystachya (Michx. )E11.; Cinna arundinacea L., with purplish pan- 
icles ; Zizania aquatica L. and Woodwardia areolata (L.) Moore. 
— S. H. Burnham. 

A new common Name. — It seems that Micrampelis lobata 
(Michx.) Greene, the wild balsam-apple, mock apple, or wild cu- 
cumber, commonly cultivated and escaped in this vicinity, shares 
with Bicuculla Cucullaria (L.) Millsp. the euphonious appellation 
of " Dutchman's Breeches." The allusion is to the inner fibrous- 
netted part of the fruit, which encloses the seeds and bears a 
striking resemblance to a pair of wide pantaloons. 

New Jersey is a good old Dutch colony and the name may be 
local as I never seen that it is used elsewhere. However, the 
plant is commonly so-called in Passaic. — Edward W. Berry, 
Passaic, N. J. 

NEWS ITEMS 

Professor Appleton P. Lyon, a member of the Torrey Botan- 
ical Club, died suddenly at Mt. Vernon, N. Y., on November 27. 

The death of Mr. Thomas Meehan, the well-known editor 
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and botanist, occurred at German town, Pa., on November 19, at 
the age of seventy-five years. 

Dr. John K. Small and Mr. George V. Nash spent the larger 
part of November in southern Florida, making collections for the 
New York Botanical Garden. 

The newspapers announce the appointment of Professor F. 
Lamson-Scribner, agrostologist of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, as Chief of the Insular Bureau of Agriculture in the Philip- 
pines. 

Mr. Howard J. Banker, who was a graduate student in botany 
at Columbia University in 1 898-1 900, is now teaching in the 
Southwestern State Normal School at California, Pa. 

The Society for the Protection of Native Plants has recently 
issued Nos. 2 and 3 of its series of leaflets for public distribution.. 
No. 2 is a general statement of the aims of the Society, by Pro- 
fessor George Lincoln Goodale, and No. 3 is " A Plea for the 
Preservation of Our Ferns," by Mr. George E. Davenport. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Society for Plant Morphology 
and Physiology will be held at Columbia University on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, December 31 and January 1. The American 
Society of Naturalists with which this Society usually meets 
holds its sessions this year at Chicago. Reports of the Society's 
committees on the Botanisches Centralblatt and upon the Stan- 
dard College Entrance Option in Botany will be among the 
special features of the Columbia meeting. 

ERRATA 

Page 5, 7th line, for D. K. Gilbert, read B. D. Gilbert. 

Page 26, 7th line from below, for varitable, read veritable. 

Page 79, 1 2th line from below, for era, read are. 

Page 81, 5th line from below, for Corallarhiza, read Coral - 
lorhiza. 

Page 82, 9th line from above, for hygrophylous read hygroph- 
ilous. 

Page 100, 13th line from below, for is, read are. 

Page 132, 19th and 20th lines from above, for KNO, read 
KNO„. 



